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We believe that Radiology Partners will only reach its full potential if we become outstanding at training 
and developing the very best physician leaders. This is why our physician leadership program is a priority 
for the practice. 
  
One important aspect of the program is our Practice Leadership Summit (PLS). PLS takes place every 
eight months and brings together physicians and staff from across our practice. Last week, in Austin, TX, 
we hosted our 7th PLS. 
 
Our practice leaders kicked off the meeting with discussions on leadership, strategy and operations. Dr. 
Saba Gilani, an interventional radiologist and newly elevated partner from our Columbus, GA practice, 
set the tone for the weekend with her inspiring story of a patient-save (it was even featured on the 
Amazon show, “Without a Scalpel”). I was thankful to give the State of RP presentation, which provided 
an overview of the status of the practice, including local practice highlights, as well as details on how 
and why the practice more than doubled in 2017. Following the kickoff, we had several thought-
provoking talks from internal and external leaders, including: 
 

• Dr. Jay Bronner and his clinical team provided an update on various RP initiatives, including our 
partnerships with Johns Hopkins and Baylor College of Medicine. We also got a preview of some 
exciting new technology that the practice will be rolling out. 

• Dr. Eric Rohren, Chair of the Radiology Department at Baylor College of Medicine, gave an 
update on their unique partnership with RP. He also discussed the foundation of our new 
research center, the Radiology Partners Research Institute (RPRI).  

• Dr. Zeke Silva, Chairman of the American College of Radiology Commission on Economics, gave 
an insightful talk on the current issues facing our industry, including evolving payment policies.  

• Dr. Byron Christie and John Vizzuso spoke to the challenges of being a radiologist. 
• Ted Burnes, the director of RadPAC, the bipartisan political action committee for radiology, gave 

a political update as well as an informative – and exceptionally witty – snapshot of the current 
climate in Washington. 

• Retired Captain, former Chief Medical Officer of the U.S. Navy and U.S. Congressional candidate 
Dr. Stephen Ferrara, gave a rousing call for mature and visionary political leadership.  

 
The theme of this year’s PLS is best summarized as “engagement.” Physicians and support staff alike 
came together, all focused on the single mission of the practice. We left Austin with the sense that we 
are ever closer to our mission to transform radiology. 
 
Rich Whitney is Chairman and CEO of Radiology Partners. He has spent virtually his entire career in 
healthcare services, where he has a long track record of leading, founding and/or investing in healthcare 
organizations that have led meaningful change in their segments. 
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